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S.P.I.C.E. stands for Special People in Catholic Education. 
S.P.I.C.E. was started by parents Bob and Mary Ginn Ryan of 
St. Catharine Parish. It grew into S.P.I.C.E programs at eight 
different parishes and schools and continues to spread its 
message of inclusion to other schools and parishes both within 
and outside the Diocese of Columbus. The S.P.I.C.E. program 
provides both awareness of the special needs of children in 
schools and parishes whose parents wish their children to 
attend a Catholic school or parish School of Religion. In addition 
to raising awareness, S.P.I.C.E. funds support opportunities for 
inclusion by raising money for school and parishes.

Last October, S.P.I.C.E. sponsored a general awareness and 
informational meeting with Diocesan officials, Office of Social 
Concerns, and parents. Principal Kathy O’Reilly and Principal 
Janet Weisner were involved in providing information on special 
needs programs and the S.P.I.C.E programs in their own schools 

as well as a resource on special needs programs, state and 
federal grants, and a wide range of other special education 
support. As a result of the gathering there appeared to be a need 
to continue to spread the message of inclusion to other schools 
and parishes. To help meet this demand, Kathy, Janet, Bob 
and Mary Ginn Ryan, and Monsignor Hendricks moved ahead 
in researching and locating funds that could assist with the 
development of additional support for schools and parishes. Out 
of this discussion was the formation of the Catholic Inclusion 
Network. This group was designed to be a centralized resource 
available to help teachers and administrators throughout the 
Diocese who are trying to support the mission of inclusion. 
Additionally, the Catholic Inclusion Network would hold regular 
seminars on obtaining federal funds, state grants, special needs 
programing, and other topics. Early in 2018, Principal O’Reilly  
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Upcoming Events

TCF Events:
• May 23: Alumni Trustee Social 
• May 30: St. Martha Giving Circle 4th Annual Grant Awards
• June 8: PAG Coffee Social
• June 22: Feast of St. John Fisher Mass & Lunch
• July 20: PAG Lunch & Learn (Date TBD)

TCF Parish Gatherings:
• May 8: St. Luke, Danville Gathering
• May 10: Fisher Catholic Gathering
• May 15: PDHC Gathering
• May 22: St. Patrick, London Gathering
• May 24: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Gathering  

For more details on our events please visit www.catholic-foundation.org  
or call 614-443-8893.

Inspiration Corner

Dear Friends, 

This edition of Spring Blessings is very near and dear to 
my heart because of two topics I want to call to your 
attention: The Catholic Inclusion Network and our 
retiring Board of Trustee members, Andrew Walker 
(Chair) and Charles Rowan (Secretary). We will also 
begin highlighting our Kyrie Bequest Society and our 
Professional Advisors Group in recurring articles. 

We are all called to different vocations in our life. Those 
vocations can include being a parent, a spouse, a single 
person, or part of a religious order. Sometimes our 
vocations lead us to work as a professional and as a 
professional you may be called to serve our Catholic 
faith. I would like to draw attention specifically to 
our Professional Advisors Group (PAG). This group is 
made up of attorneys, financial planners, insurance 
professionals, accountants, funeral directors, and trust 
officers. As an advisor you can have a huge impact on 
our Catholic community by working with your clients 
to further our Catholic legacy.  

I encourage you to think about how you can 
incorporate our faith into your professional life and 
consider joining our Professional Advisor Group.  

I continue to be grateful for our donors and friends who 
who continue to support our Catholic faith through 
The Catholic Foundation. I encourage you to consider 
how best to support your parish, school, or favorite 
ministry, and the role that the Foundation can play in 
your charitable giving. With your help, and with Christ 
as our guide, The Catholic Foundation will continue to 
be a resource for the future of our faith and  
our diocese.

May God bless you,

loren brown
president and ceo

A Message From  
Our CEO

“Help me to journey beyond the 
familiar and into the unknown. Give 

me the faith to leave old ways and 
break fresh ground with You.”   

sT. brENDAN
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and Principal Weisner were able to bring on Jennie Statczar to 
help start and run the Catholic Inclusion Network through the 
funding brought forward by a generous donor and The Catholic 
Foundation. A total of $20,000 seed funding has been given for 
the creation of the Catholic Inclusion Network.

Dan Kurth is the Director of Grants and Community Impact 
at The Catholic Foundation and has worked closely with 
Principal O’Reilly and Principal Weisner on the development of 
the Catholic Inclusion Network. Kurth said, “One of the most 
important areas we can support, to help continue our Catholic 
faith and strengthen our communities, is to ensure all children 
have access to a Catholic education. The Catholic Foundation 
is honored to be able to support S.P.I.C.E. and the Catholic 
Inclusion Network in making sure that all students who want 
a Catholic education, regardless of special needs, can obtain a 
Catholic education. Kathy O’Reilly, Janet Weisner, and Jennie 
Statczar deserve all the credit in the world for leading this 
charge and becoming a resource for schools all throughout the 
Diocese of Columbus. I think it is also important to note that 
this type of project would not be possible without the incredibly 
generous support of our donors who care deeply about the faith 
and Catholic education”.

The Catholic Inclusion Network of Central Ohio promotes 
inclusion in Catholic schools and parishes through shared 

resources, professional development, and events. Two 
professional development programs have been offered since 
January. All Catholic school administrators and a team of 
support personnel were invited to attend two programs that 
were presented by Dr. Michael Boyle, Director of the Andrew 
M. Greeley Center for Catholic Education at Loyola University, 
Chicago. The first of these programs focused “Serving the 
Exceptional Learner in Catholic Schools for Principals and 
Teams” in early March. The second program was presented 
in April to interested schools on “Creating the Road Map for 
Inclusionary Approaches in Catholic Schools”. The goal is to have 
a workshop session once every couple of months.

Principal Weisner said, “Through the financial support of the 
Catholic Foundation, Catholic schools within the Diocese 
of Columbus are moving ahead with support for school 
administrators and teachers in working toward inclusive 
practices that support students who learn differently. We 
continue to spread the message that Dr. Boyle has presented 
that “this type of program starts by building the capacity of the 
Catholic school principal, who is the leader, with the ability to 
promote change and assure that “All Are Welcome” in  
their schools.”
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Andrew Walker serves as President and a member of the Board of Directors of 

Nationwide Bank, a $7.5 billion financial subsidiary of Nationwide. In this role 

since March 2016, Andrew is the thought leader to transforming the Bank to 

become a digital customer acquisition engine for Nationwide, focusing on  

the young adult segment by providing debt reduction and saving for the  

future solutions. 

Prior to this role, Andrew held the positions of Senior Vice President, IT Chief 

Financial Officer, and Chief Procurement Officer of Nationwide where he 

oversaw the strategic development and execution of enterprise-wide IT 

financial management. Before joining Nationwide, Andrew served as Senior Vice 

President and Director of Operations for ShoreBank in Chicago, where he held 

finance and operational roles over the years and led the bank through several 

mergers and acquisitions.

Andrew holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Lehman College in 

New York and completed banking studies at Vanderbilt University’s Executive 

Development Institute. In addition to serving as Chair of the Board of Trustees 

of the Catholic Foundation, he is a central Ohio Champion for the Mid-Ohio 

Habitat for Humanity Housing Initiative.

What was the best thing about serving on The  
Catholic Foundation board?
Being surrounded by individuals who embody the stewardship 
of time, talent, and treasure has been contagious. In addition 
to deepening my spiritual beliefs, I have built some genuine 
friendships with some very remarkable leaders. 

What was the most rewarding thing about serving on The 
Catholic Foundation board?
Over the past nine years I have served in several capacities  
across most of The Catholic Foundation’s committees; however, 
my time on what was then called the Grants Committee has 
been most humbling. Having an appreciation for the social 
service needs, such as hunger and the parish ministries,  
including the sanctity of marriage, and knowing that the 
Foundation could make an impact (big or small) has made the 
experience rewarding.

Do you have a favorite memory?
My favorite memory is my first day joining The Catholic 
Foundation board.  Almost two years prior to joining the Board 

I was traveling to Columbus to interview for a job and met an 
individual on the flight. We chatted and exchanged business 
cards. Upon joining the Foundation board, he recognized me  
and we both recalled our first encounter. That individual was  
Bob Gorman, former Board Chair.

How would you describe your overall experience?
Over the past nine years I have watched the Foundation grow 
in many ways. Strong leadership and talent throughout; a 
thoughtful and influential board; programs that engage the 
Diocese’s women and youth; assets that now place The  
Catholic Foundation as the 3rd largest independent Catholic 
Foundation in the United States; and a level of impact on Parish 
Life, Vocations, Catholic Education, and Social Services that we 
can all be proud of!  

Anything else you might want to include?
A quote by Helen Steiner Rice: “Time is not measured by the years 
we live.  But by the deeds that we do and the joys that we give.”

Q&A

This year The Catholic Foundation has two outgoing board members, Andrew Walker 
(Chair) and Charles Rowan (Secretary). Board members can serve three, three-year terms 
for a total of nine years of service. Both Mr. Walker and Mr. Rowan have served nine years 
on The Catholic Foundation’s Board of Trustees and will be incredibly missed by both the 
board and the staff. As part of their leaving we asked them to share with us what they 
would miss most at the Foundation and some of their fondest memories. 

A b I G T h A N k yO U 

Outgoing Board Members

C h A I r O f T h E b OA r D O f T r U s T E E s 
Andrew Walker
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Charles Rowan serves as Deputy Chief Counsel at the Ohio Department 

of Natural Resources in Columbus, Ohio. Charles has been in this role 

since 1996. As a public practice attorney, Charles practices natural resource 

conservation and utilization law and assists the Department and Division 

of Wildlife in resolving complex questions of law and  policy in a variety of 

matters involving public contracts, civil litigation, wildlife law enforcement, 

administrative procedure, water rights, wind energy, real estate 

transactions, and public records. 

Prior to joining the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Charles worked 

as a staff attorney, attorney editor, and supervising attorney for the Court 

of Claims of Ohio. Charles graduated from The University of Dayton with his 

Bachelor of Arts degree and from The Ohio State University with his  

juris doctorate. 

In addition to serving on The Catholic Foundation board of trustees, Charles 

has also served on the parish council, finance council, pastor’s sabbatical 

grant committee, parish self-study committee, capital campaign steering 

committee, and leadership committee for St. Dominic Parish and is a 

member of the Knights of Peter Claver, Council 298. Charles has also served 

as the Commissioner for the Columbus Historic Resources Commission; was 

a negotiation, mediation, and moot court competition judge for the Moritz 

College of Law at The Ohio State University; and was part of the Mentoring 

Program for the Columbus Bar Association. 

T H A N K  YO U !

What was the best thing about serving on The Catholic 
Foundation board?
The best thing about serving on The Catholic Foundation 
board was working with good people towards the common 
goal of meeting the needs of the Columbus Diocese. 

What was the most rewarding thing about serving on The 
Catholic Foundation board?
The most rewarding part of serving on the Foundation board 
was seeing the impact. I was able to see and understand how 
the board can inspire giving and set out a plan of increasing 
assets under management while incorporating our four pillars 
of interest - Vocations, Social Services, Catholic Education, 
and Parish Life. It has been amazing to see those plans come 
to fruition and, yet, to know there is still great potential for the 
Catholic Foundation to continue growing and serving  
the Diocese.

Do you have a favorite memory?
A few years ago, the board took a field trip to Notre Dame 
High School in Portsmouth, Ohio for an ‘away’ board 
meeting.  Local Catholic organizations and school officials 
gave presentations about their ministries and the school’s 
operations including its annual canned food drive. Every year, 
for two weeks before Thanksgiving, the students work within 
the local community, which had suffered from economic 
decline, to collect 10-12,000 items of canned food to feed those 
in need. It was impressive and hopeful to see such a small 
school of only 165 students collect such an enormous amount 
of canned food. 

Another favorite memory has been seeing the initial stages 
of the Catholic Youth Summer Camp come together. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our Catholic youth in the Columbus 
diocese, which hopefully will reach out to those on the 
periphery of our community. Growing up I attended a CYO day 
camp, but most of the kids were not Catholic and there was 
no programing geared toward faith formation. Combining 
summer camp with Catholic education and values could have 
a significant impact for our young people in terms of growing 
the faith and vocations.
 
How would you describe your overall experience?
I would describe my overall experience as very positive. It 
has been enlightening and has given me an opportunity to 
see how faith drives the gears of the giving machine.  Behind 
the scenes, there are a great many people from all walks of 
life contributing time, talent, and treasure to keep the bus 
moving forward, inviting others on board—not rolling  
over them.

Q&As E C r E TA ry O f T h E b OA r D O f T r U s T E E s 
Charles Rowan



The Catholic Foundation’s Professional Advisors Group (PAG) is comprised of trusted 
professionals including estate planning lawyers, financial planners, insurance professionals, 
accountants, funeral directors, and trust officers. There are two levels of PAG membership: 
Regular (non-dues paying) and Sustaining ($100 annual dues).

PAG Benefits:
• Quarterly education series

• Receive a subscription to a weekly GiftLaw e-newsletter

• Receive the quarterly Blessings newsletter

• Participate in social events and mixers with other  
trusted professionals

• Recognition as a Sustaining member in The Catholic  
Foundation’s Annual Report

• Promotion of name, picture, and contact information on The 
Catholic Foundation’s website

• Free admission to the annual John L. Sauter Estate Planning 
Seminar, which includes 3 CEUs (a $50 value)

• Opportunity to work with the Foundation’s donors

• Represent your parish in your professional network 

Objectives of PAG
• To provide members with a greater understanding of the impact 

by The Catholic Foundation

• Opportunities to learn pertinent educational topics and 
networking opportunities

• To offer professional expertise to individuals who are considering 
a charitable gift

• To support educational efforts regarding estate and gift planning 
throughout the Diocese of Columbus

• Growth in faith stewardship 

My role as a member
• To serve as a resource to donors, parishes, constituent 

organizations and Foundation staff

• To participate in quarterly educational series and quarterly 
networking events

• To participate in the Annual John L. Sauter Estate Planning 
Seminar

P rO f E s s I O N A l A Dv I s O r s G rO U P (PAG ) 

A Network Of Professionals

k y r I E  b E q U E s T s O C I E T y (k b s ) 

Remembering Our Catholic Faith
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THE CATHOLIC FOUNDATION’S

Professional Advisors Group

To sign up please visit,  
www.catholic-foundation.org/pag or  
contact Scott Hartman at   
shartman@catholic-foundation.org. 

The mission of the Kyrie Bequest Society is to recognize those individuals who have notified 
The Catholic Foundation of their plan to leave a future gift through a bequest, trust, life 
insurance policy, retirement plan, or charitable gift annuity through the Foundation. Specific 
parishes, schools, or organizations may be designated as beneficiaries.

Society Benefits:
• Installation blessing at an annual Mass celebrated by the Bishop

• An annual luncheon

• Kyrie Bequest Society lapel pin

• Announcement in the Catholic Times, The Catholic Foundation 
Annual Report, and website

• Invitations to participate in The Catholic Foundation’s topical 
conversations and spiritual discussions

• Creates peace of mind because you have created a plan

• Inspire others to support our Catholic Faith

What is a Bequest:
A bequest, the most common form of planned giving, is a gift of 
assets (money and/or other property) that is made through your 
Will, Living Trust, or other testamentary arrangement. No funds are 
transmitted or irrevocably transferred to the designated charity until 
after your death. No estate tax will be owed, up to federal limits, on 
the amount of the charitable bequest.

You can also designate a Catholic Foundation fund as the beneficiary 
of a life insurance plan, pension plan or retirement account, such as 
an IRA.

How to become a member:
Simply by naming The Catholic Foundation in your Will, Living Trust, 
or other testamentary arrangement, you become a member of 
the Foundation’s Kyrie Bequest Society, which honors those who 
remember our Catholic faith in their estate plans.

You may use a charitable bequest to create an endowment fund to 
support your favorite Catholic ministry, or to add to an existing fund.

To make a Bequest please visit,  
www.catholic-foundation.org/bequestform  
or contact Scott Hartman at  
shartman@catholic-foundation.org.



board of trustees
Andrew D. Walker [Chair] St. Dominic, Columbus

Christine Poth [Vice-Chair] Our Lady of Victory, Columbus

Michael Haller [Treasurer] St. Mary, Chillicothe

Charles G. Rowan [Secretary] St. Dominic, Columbus

Thomas L. Caldwell [Immediate Past Chair]  
      Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Grove City

Bishop Frederick F. Campbell, D.D., Ph.D.  
      St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus

Robert H. Morosky [Chair Emeritus]  St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus

Reverend James P. Black, St. Joan of Arc Parish, Powell

Michelle Cramer, St. Brigid of Kildare, Dublin

Dr. Timothy Garner, St. Mary, Marion

Susan Gueli, St. Patrick, Columbus

staff
Loren P. Brown, President & C.E.O.  
lbrown@catholic-foundation.org

David Clark, Development Officer     
dclark@catholic-foundation.org

Steve Hagerdorn, C.O.O.  
shagerdorn@catholic-foundation.org

Scott Hartman, V.P. of Development  
shartman@catholic-foundation.org

Brandi Hoffman, Administrative Coordinator  
bhoffman@catholic-foundation.org

Marian Hyden, Administrative Assistant  
mhyden@catholic-foundation.org

Dan Kurth, Director of Grants and Community Impact 
dkurth@catholic-foundation.org

Candice McKay, Development Officer 
cmckay@catholic-foundation.org

Megan Polk, Administrative Coordinator 
mpolk@catholic-foundation.org

Kristin K. Shuey,  Director of Marketing & Communications          
kshuey@catholic-foundation.org

Jeffrey S. Hedley, St. James the Less, Columbus

J. David Karam, St. Agatha, Upper Arlington

William Keller, St. Brigid of Kildare, Dublin

Marie -Joelle Khouzam, Our Lady of Victory, Columbus

Mary T. Leathley, Immaculate Conception, Columbus

Reverend Msgr. Stephan J. Moloney,  St. Andrew, Columbus

Jamie Richardson, St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Vernon

Lorena Ritchey, St. Brigid of Kildare, Dublin

Daniel Roe, Our Lady of Victory, Columbus

Louis V. Ruscilli, Our Lady of Victory, Columbus

Connie Sauter, St. Paul, Westerville

Reverend David Sizemore, St. Francis de Sales, Newark

Jennie Wilson, Church of the Resurrection, New Albany

The Holy Rosary St. John Learning Center in Columbus will be conducting a series of 
educational workshops throughout 2018. They are looking for volunteers to teach one or 
several of these training programs, including:

- Computer Basics; Learning to Use the Personal Computer- Introduction

- GED Coursework

- Personal Finance (and other life skills)

- Job Search and Interviewing Tips

- Professional Development

- Art Instruction

They are currently taking applications for their first program, “Computer Basics- Learning to Use the Personal 

Computer”. Classes will begin in June, and will be conducted during the week, from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Some 

classes may be offered in the early evening as well. 

 

—

If you are interested in teaching any of these workshops, please register at Volunteermatch.com 

(search for the Holy Rosary training program), or contact Dan Miller, Volunteer Coordinator, at  

614-547-2171 (or email sjlc.coordinator@gmail.com). Thank you for your interest and support!
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