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Two Worlds
Combined
Father Dan Swartz is a cradle Catholic. He was born and raised in Columbus,

However, Swartz still struggled with the idea of giving up the military and

Ohio where he attended St. Agatha Parish and School. He went on to

everything he previously knew. Was being a priest something he wanted to do

graduate from St. Vincent College in Latrobe, Pa. in 2012, where he majored

forever? Was he okay giving up his dream of an exciting career in the military?

in political science, philosophy, and theology. During his time in college he

Swartz eventually underwent priestly formation at the Pontifical College

became interested in joining the United States Marine Corps. He credits this

Josephinum in Columbus, but thoughts like these kept creeping up year after

interest to his grandfather, Charles Swartz, who served in the U.S. Army

year. While still a seminarian, Swartz went to Bishop Campbell and made his

during World War II under General George Smith Patton Jr. Swartz said he

struggle known. Swartz said that Bishop Campbell made a habit of checking

was about two weeks away from his Marine training when he experienced

on the seminarians during the summer and he specifically remembered the

a period of spiritual growth and questioning. He had a growing desire to lay

Bishop visiting him and asking if he was ready to go. Swartz said the Bishop

down his life for something more and while this was initially recognized in

had all the paperwork necessary for Swartz to go into the military. For

the Marines, he was now being drawn to the Catholic Church. So, Swartz

Swartz, time stopped. His two worlds, his two dreams, became a very real

took a year of college off to pray and reflect by becoming a missionary in

reality. There was no more struggle. There was no more internal battle.

Europe and Asia. He was based in Rome during his overseas travel and he was
fully immersed in the art, culture, and theology. It was during this time that

Swartz was ordained at St. Joseph Cathedral in 2015 through the laying

Swartz fell in love with the Church and everything it had to offer.

of hands and the prayer of consecration invoking the Holy Spirit by His
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A Message From
Our CEO
loren brown
president and ceo

Dear Friends,
It has always been my practice to annually retreat
with the team to focus on the immediate and longterm future of The Catholic Foundation. Retreating is
also a time to reflect on what has been accomplished
to improve services, how we can continually grow
our impact on the many needs throughout our
diocese, and as a team to deepen our faith to better
understand our mission together in Christ. The latter
is what sets your Catholic Foundation apart from
any other option you have for the management of
your charity. This year’s retreat was made even more
special by the meaning of the Enthronement of the
Sacred Heart by Fr. Jonathan Wilson, Pastor of Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Newark. Fr. Wilson’s time with
our team and teaching of the history and meaning of
the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart reminds me
of how blessed we are in the Diocese of Columbus
with dedicated and faith-filled priests. The Catholic
Foundation building will complete the Enthronement
of the Sacred Heart later this year.

Please read about our retreat inside this Blessings
edition. I ask for your prayers for the team as we focus
our attention on the excellence of the Foundation and
the future offerings we will incorporate as a result of
the retreat. Over the years, significant initiatives to
the success of growing our impact have come from the
retreat time, and you can read about some of them in
this edition including The Marthas, the new Catholic
Business Leaders group, and focusing on the next
generation of the faithful.

May God bless you,

The Catholic Foundation won the Silver Award for our 2017 Annual Report at the
American Marketing Association (AMA) Achievement in Marketing Awards!

Upcoming Events
TCF Events:
• May 16: Catholic Business Leaders Speaker Series Kickoff
• May 22: PAG Luncheon
• June 19: Board of Trustees Meeting
• June 29: The Marthas Mother Daughter Tea
• August 15: Martha Membership Event
TCF Gatherings:
• May 8: St. Andrew Parish Gathering
• May 9: Fisher Catholic High School Gathering
• May 15: Holy Trinity, Zoar Parish Gathering
• May 16: Catholic Business Leaders Forum
• May 29: Church of the Resurrection Legacy Society Gathering
• June 6: Young Catholic Professionals
For more details on our events please visit www.catholic-foundation.org or call 614-443-8893.
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Inspiration Corner
“Charity may be a very short word, but
with its tremendous meaning of pure
love, it sums up man’s entire relation
to God and to his neighbor.”
s t . a e l r e d o f r i e va u l x

co v e r s to ry continued

Excellency, the Most Reverend Frederick F. Campbell, Bishop of Columbus.

He initially met Loren Brown at one of the dinners The Catholic Foundation

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio, J.C.D., Archbishop for

hosts for seminarians. From there, a relationship formed, and Brown

the Military Services, concelebrated the ordination Mass.

was able to put Swartz in touch with a financial advisor. This advisor was
someone who would look after these things on behalf of Swartz while

According to The Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS), Father

he was on active duty. His advisor understood Swartz’s situation and

Swartz is among a growing number of men in formation to become

presented him with various options on how to invest so that he could have

priests and U.S. Military chaplains through the Co-Sponsored Seminarian

stewardship over his money. He showed him how that would look now and

Program, a partnership between the AMS and local dioceses and religious

in the future. It was a tailor made plan for Swartz, with all the possibilities

communities to support vocations and fill a fast-growing shortage of

in his very unique ministry of priesthood and military. That plan was then

Catholic chaplains in the U.S. Armed Forces. The shortage comes as more

stewarded by The Catholic Foundation including the Sanctovagues (Holy

and more priests reach the military’s mandatory retirement age of 62 faster

Wanderers) Vocations Program Donor Advised Fund. This fund supports

than they can be replaced. Since 9/11, the number of active-duty chaplains

the Holy Wanderers, a program that facilitates and fosters an environment

has fallen from more than 400 to 214. While Catholics make up about 25% of

of vocational discernment through community, prayer, sacrament, and

the U.S. Military, Catholic priests currently account for only 8% of

wilderness adventure.

military chaplains.
Swartz said, “Working with The Catholic Foundation has probably been the
Father Swartz has already had a long journey but knows he has a long way to

most personable out of all financial interactions I have ever had. It’s not just

go. He will be deployed in July 2019 and with that comes certain precautions.

an organization or group that is working with my resources, but it’s a group

Swartz was encouraged by many Navy priests to make sure that his affairs

of people that I know and trust. I feel comfortable working with them and I

were in order before deployment. As a chaplain they are not allowed to carry

feel a sense of ease working with a group that is already well integrated with

a weapon, but that doesn’t mean that he will not be put into dangerous

the Catholic community. They get it. They understand what is important to

situations that might compromise his safety. Swartz said that he wanted to

me and why.”

make sure he had a current last will and testament and that his estate and
resources were supporting the things and projects he cared about. “I want

If you are interested in creating your very own customized plan like Father

my resources to not just sit and be stagnant. I want my money to do more

Swartz, contact Scott Hartman at shartman@catholic-foundation.org or visit

and for it to be the best of what I can do for God.”, said Swartz.

www.catholic-foundation.org.

Interested in supporting The
Sanctovagues (Holy Wanderers)
Vocations Program Donor Advised Fund?
Visit www.catholic-foundation.org/Sanctovagues.
You can also learn more about the Holy Wanderers
by visiting www.holywanderers.com.

update

S t . M a r t h a G i v i n g C i rc l e
G ra n t s $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 !

The St. Martha Giving Circle (The Marthas) is excited to announce this year’s grant
recipients. Members of The Marthas nominated 29 organizations for consideration. In
April, they voted and awarded money to the top ten for a total of $45,000. The Marthas
have a history of identifying, learning about, and supporting groups doing incredible work
in our community. In 2015 The Marthas granted $24,216, in 2016 they granted $26,670, in
2017 they granted $25,000, and in 2018 they granted $42,000. This year, they had their
biggest year yet with a total of $45,000 being granted to ten organizations.
$10,000 Star House
$7,000

Mommies Matter

$5,000

Women’s Care Center

$5,000

Cristo Rey High School Columbus

$5,000

Christ Child Society of Columbus

$5,000

St. Francis Evangelization Center

$3,000

St. Vincent Family Center

$3,000

J.O.I.N.

$1,000

Dominican Learning Center

$1,000

Kairos Prison Ministry of Ohio

—

TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED: $45,000
The Marthas gather quarterly throughout the year, to learn about
organizations and their needs, and decide together which projects to
financially support. There are also opportunities to share ideas, serve with

upco m ing
Anyone can be a Martha, so bring a friend and check
out one of our upcoming events to learn more!

Mother Daughter Tea
June 29
Membership Drive
July 29- August 10
Membership, Bring A Friend Event
August 15

one another, grow deeper in our Catholic faith, socialize, and learn about the
ongoing needs in our Diocese.

—
DON’ T FORGET!

Interested in joining The Marthas or just want to learn more? Contact us at 614-443-8893,
4

marthas@catholic-foundation.org, or visit www.catholic-foundation.org/TheMarthas for more information.

t h e cat h o l ic f oundation

We Don’t Sit Still!

Your house and your kingdom are firm
forever before me; your throne shall be firmly
established forever.” — 2 Sam 7:16

A staff retreat is an opportunity to take a step back from day-to-day work

Church and we are blessed to hear from pastors, school leaders, and agency

and spend some time thinking about the bigger picture. It’s a time to

directors on what matters most to them. These annual retreats provide

rejuvenate the team, get everyone excited around a united mission, set goals

us an opportunity to “get away” and focus on how we can best serve our

for the upcoming year, and build bonds between team members. On March

partners. The same extends to our donors as there are constant changes in

26, The Catholic Foundation had their annual retreat at Blessed Sacrament

technology, taxes, and laws.

Catholic Church in Newark, Ohio.
“We must take everything that we are learning, whether best practices or
Fr. Jonathan F. Wilson, along with Deacon Patrick Wilson, led the day with

needs, and what is affecting us externally and apply them to our work. When

mass followed by an explanation and history of the Enthronement of the

we look at the success of The Catholic Foundation it is because we have had

Sacred Heart of Jesus. The Sacred Heart of Jesus has become one of the

these annual retreats and from them we have found better ways to create

most beloved Catholic devotions. Although this devotion arose in the 13th

awareness; to serve the faithful in their planned giving; and to serve the

century, its popularity in modern times originated with a 17th century French

Diocese, our Pastors, and Ministry leaders.

nun and mystic, St. Margaret-Mary Alacoque, to whom Jesus taught the
secrets of His Sacred Heart. An enthronement is a ceremony in your home

Loren said, “In all my years of education and training, I have learned that

(or in our case, at our office) where Jesus is given authority over your family.

organizations that sit still die on the vine or become irrelevant. I want The

In other words, Jesus becomes the King in your home, and your family

Catholic Foundation to continue to be very much relevant and a resource to

publicly acknowledges this consecration by installing a picture or statue

our donors and Diocese.”

of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in a place of honor in the house. Loren Brown,
President and CEO, said, “For most businesses, what guides them is the
bottom line, shareholders, volume, return on investments, etc. What guides
us, The Catholic Foundation, is Christ and His teachings. That is the driving
force and the core of what we do and why we do it. The Enthronement
puts Jesus Christ at the forefront and guides us through our operations.
That is why we decided to learn more about it and plan to incorporate the
Sacred Heart in our daily work day. Fr. Jonathan Wilson will be handling the
Enthronement at The Catholic Foundation later this summer.
Following mass and Fr. Wilson’s talk, the team broke up the day with current
Foundation accomplishments, future goals, and strategic initiatives. Loren
Brown said “We do an annual retreat to focus on how we can continue to
increase the impact both financially and personally. We do not want to
stand still. There are so many needs throughout our Diocese and in the

Welcome Kathy Weatherby and Liz Lynch
In March, we welcomed Kathy Weatherby and Liz Lynch to The Catholic Foundation Team!

Liz Lynch

Kathy Weatherby

development coordinator
St. Patrick Church, London

grants coordinator
St. Michael the Archangel Parish

As Development Coordinator, Liz brings a passion for her faith, event

As Grants Coordinator, Kathy brings several years of administrative

planning, and helping others to The Catholic Foundation.

experience to The Catholic Foundation. Prior to joining the Catholic
Foundation, Kathy worked in Workforce Development at The Godman

Prior to joining The Catholic Foundation, Liz worked in development

Guild Association, coordinating employment programs for the

and was the volunteer coordinator at Madison Health. She earned her

Columbus community.

Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree in Sociology from Urbana University,
where she ran cross country and played lacrosse. Liz is a native

Kathy is a graduate of Franklin University, where she earned her

of London, Ohio where she is a lifelong member of St. Patrick

Bachelors in Marketing. She and her family live in Worthington, and

Catholic Church.

enjoy being active members of their parish, St. Michael the Archangel.
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k y r ie b e q ue s t s ociet y ( k b s )

Remembering Our Catholic Faith
The mission of the Kyrie Bequest Society (KBS) is to recognize those individuals who have
notified The Catholic Foundation of their plan to leave a future gift through a bequest, trust,
life insurance policy, retirement plan, or charitable gift annuity through the Foundation.
Specific parishes, schools, or organizations may be designated as beneficiaries.
Below is an interview with Fr. Rimelspach, pastor of St. Margaret of
Cortona Church here in Columbus, Ohio.
Foundation: When did you first become aware of The Catholic Foundation?
Fr. Rimelspach: I have been a priest for 33 years and was very aware of The
Catholic Foundation here in our diocese from its beginning when Bishop
Griffin started it. I thought then and still do that it makes perfect sense. You
can give the money up front and then it will continue to give to your charity
each and every year into the future. It is literally “the gift that keeps on giving”
even long after I am gone.
Foundation: You and your family have created a number of different funds
with The Catholic Foundation. Why has the Foundation been such a good fit
for helping you meet your charitable goals?
Fr. Rimelspach: My Mother, Dad and I lived in Logan, Ohio for most of our
lives. My mother was in only the second class to start at St. John’s Elementary
School when it first opened. She had a great experience there. When I
came along, I also attended the school and had a good experience. When
my mother died in 2002, my Dad and I wanted to do something to honor my
deceased Mother. I said that we need to talk to The Catholic Foundation
about some options. We entered into conversation with the Foundation and
they suggested starting an Endowment Fund for the school. My Dad and I
thought that was a great idea and so we started that fund to honor her. We
both felt she would be happy we did this for the school that she so loved.
Foundation: You will be making a planned gift at your death for the benefit of
the funds that you’ve created with the Foundation. Can you tell us about this?
Fr. Rimelspach: My Dad was a Nationwide Insurance Agent in Logan for 34
years as I was growing up. He naturally sold life insurance during those years
as well as other types of insurance. Consequently, long-term planning was
something he instilled in me. I have worked with The Catholic Foundation
in regard to my estate plans. I have found the Foundation to be easy to deal
with and not pressuring me into decisions. I have told them my goals and
they draw up the paperwork. Then I get the chance to edit it and make any
changes I feel are needed. They have made it easy to put into action what my
long-term goals and objectives are.

Foundation: What advice would you give others who are considering leaving
a gift to benefit their Catholic ministry of choice? How can The Foundation
help them in this regard?
Fr. Rimelspach: I would recommend to every Catholic to prayerfully
consider your estate planning as well. It is not as difficult as you might
think. As a matter of fact, it is really pretty easy. Just think of what charities
you would like to assist now and after you die. Even if you don’t have
concrete goals at this moment, it is wise to just talk with someone from the
Foundation and get some ideas or see what they can tailor to your needs.
There is a great variety of options ranging from annuities, to endowment
funds to donor advised funds. They can and will help you to come up with
a plan.
My family and I have appreciated the services of the Foundation. It is a great
feeling to know that through these endowment funds we are helping these
charities every year on a regular basis. It is not just a “one time and done” gift.
As stewards of the blessings God has entrusted to us in this lifetime, what
could be a better use of these gifts that to do something with them that give
each and every year now and into the future. As I said before, it is literally “the
gift that keeps on giving”.
Foundation: As a parish pastor, how does The Catholic Foundation support
the needs that you have as the leader of a church community?
Fr. Rimelspach: As a pastor of St. Margaret of Cortona Church here in
Columbus, we are blessed to have three parish endowment funds with The
Catholic Foundation. These funds are a regular, yearly source of money to
help with the many needs of a parish, especially those that arise that were
unplanned. As a pastor, I can rely on these funds, if needed, every year. It’s
nice to know that they are there on a regular basis.

To make a Bequest please visit, www.catholic-foundation.org/bequest
form or contact Scott Hartman at shartman@catholic-foundation.org.

p r o f e s s iona l ad v i s o r s g r oup ( pag )

A Network Of Professionals

T H E C AT HOLIC FOUNDATION

The Catholic Foundation’s Professional Advisors Group (PAG) is comprised of over 185 trusted
Professional Advisors Gro
professionals including estate planning lawyers, financial planners, insurance professionals,
accounts, funeral directors, bank trust officers and even real estate professionals.
insurance as a giving tool
Life insurance is one of the simplest and most underutilized gifting
options for donors looking to make a charitable gift. Insurance provides
an incredible “amplified” gift that can be well leveraged. A relatively small
amount of premiums can translate into a large and meaningful gift for the
Catholic organization that you care about.
Steven Meier, a long-time member of the Catholic Foundation’s Professional
Advisors Group and owner of Cardinal Financial Advisers, LLC frequently
encourages his clients to look to insurance as a powerful tool for charitable
giving. When asked about using insurance, Steven recently explained
the following:
“I share with my clients all the time that charitable giving doesn’t have to be complex.
Incorporating life insurance as part of our practice here at Cardinal Financial
Advisers, LLC we often ask our clients if they have any life insurance they’re not using.
6

Obviously, this is a bit of an odd question. Invariably however a common response is,
my parents bought life insurance on me when I was a kid. I don’t really need it.”
“I then go on to share how this might be used for their philanthropic interest. A quick
and easy way is to complete a simple change of beneficiary form naming the charity.
If the client desires a potential income tax deduction, we can follow through with
changing the ownership to the charity and therefore have a completed gift. Either
way, executing a simple piece of paper is all it takes and now a donor has made a
much larger gift then they could otherwise imagine. “
There are many insurance professionals that belong to The Catholic
Foundation’s Professional Advisors Group that can assist you with
strategizing how to effectively use life insurance as a giving tool.
Visit https://catholic-foundation.org/pag or contact Scott Hartman,
shartman@catholic-foundation.org for more information.

c b l s pea k e r s e r ie s

The Catholic Foundation Launches New
Catholic Business Leaders Group

The Catholic Foundation is excited to announce a new initiative designed to bring Catholic business leaders together. Catholic
Business Leaders (CBL) provides a unique, Catholic faith and business learning experience for family enterprise owners and corporate
executives, rooted in the dignity of work, and in the spirit of community philanthropy.
Catholic Business Leaders will offer a three-part Speaker Series every year, hosted at The Catholic Foundation. This event is free!
Other benefits include: Acquire new insights and perspectives from regional enterprise speakers and national subject-matter experts;
Exchange and discover new perspectives and solutions that impact your workplace and benefit your home and family; and Network
among peers, make new connections, help build a larger, Catholic business community throughout Central Ohio.

The first part of the CBL Speaker Series will be on Thursday, May

May 16, 5:00 PM: Part I

Navigating Faith & Family Dynamics – At Home
& Work, Across The Generations

16 and the topic is, Navigating Faith & Family Dynamics - at Work,

speakers

Vice President, Government and Shareholder Relations at White

Jamie Richardson

Castle System, Inc. and Darla King: President & Owner, King

Vice President of Government and Shareholder Relations at White Castle System, Inc.

Business Interiors, Inc. The event will run from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. in

Darla King

the Ruth Lang Board Room of The Catholic Foundation (257 East

President & Owner of King Business Interiors, Inc.

Home, and Across the Generations. Speakers are Jamie Richardson:

Broad Street | Columbus, OH).
September 12, 5:00 PM: Part II
Balancing Your Business & Philanthropy – It’s Possible!

To RSVP for this event, please contact Liz Lynch
(llynch@catholic-foundation.org or 866-298-8893).

speakers
John Igel

President at George J. Igel & Co., Inc.

For more information on Catholic Business
Leaders and to read the speakers’ bios, please
visit www.catholic-foundation.org/cbl
or contact Scott Hartman,
shartman@catholic-foundation.org.

Luconda Dager

President at Velvet Ice Cream Company

Marc Hawk

CEO at RevLocal

October 29, 5:00 PM: Part III
Leading the Family Business Life Cycle
speaker
Bob Walter

Founder of Cardinal Health, Inc.

b oa r d o f t ru s t e e s
Christine Poth [Chair], Our Lady of Victory, Columbus

Marie -Joelle Khouzam, Our Lady of Victory, Columbus

Michael Haller [Vice -Chair], St. Mary, Chillicothe

Mary T. Leathley, Immaculate Conception, Columbus

Jamie Richardson [Secretary], St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Vernon

Reverend Msgr. Stephan J. Moloney, St. Andrew, Columbus

Jennie Wilson [Treasurer], Church of the Resurrection, New Albany

Joel Oles, Our Lady of Victory, Columbus

Bishop Robert J. Brennan, St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus

Lorena Ritchey, St. Brigid of Kildare, Dublin

Robert H. Morosky [Chair Emeritus],
St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus

Daniel Roe, Our Lady of Victory, Columbus

Reverend James P. Black, St. Joan of Arc Parish, Powell
Daniel Bringardner, St. Catharine, Columbus
Tom Caldwell, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Grove City
Michelle Cramer, St. Brigid of Kildare, Dublin
James Ervin, St. Andrew Parish, Upper Arlington
Dr. Timothy Garner, St. Mary, Marion
Susan Gueli, St. Patrick, Columbus
Jeffrey S. Hedley, St. James the Less, Columbus

Connie Sauter, St. Paul, Westerville
Reverend David Sizemore, St. Francis de Sales, Newark

s ta f f
Loren P. Brown, President & C.E.O.
lbrown@catholic-foundation.org
David Clark, Development Officer
dclark@catholic-foundation.org
Steve Hagerdorn, C.O.O.
shagerdorn@catholic-foundation.org

Scott Hartman, V.P. of Development
shartman@catholic-foundation.org
Brandi Hoffman, Database Administrator
bhoffman@catholic-foundation.org
Marian Hyden, Administrative Assistant
mhyden@catholic-foundation.org
Dan Kurth, Director of Grants & Community Impact
dkurth@catholic-foundation.org
Liz Lynch, Development Coordinator
llynch@catholic-foundation.org
Kristin K. Shuey, Director of Marketing & Communications
kshuey@catholic-foundation.org
Christy Steffy, Development Officer
csteffy@catholic-foundation.org
Kathy Weatherby, Grants Coordinator
kweatherby@catholic-foundation.org

William Keller, St. Brigid of Kildare, Dublin
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