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Moving Mountains
“…for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move
from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will
be impossible to you.” (Matthew 17:20)

The Christina Ann Allwein Catholic Retreat Donor Advised Fund,

This teaching expresses that with just a little faith, you can

“She always said that if you just got them there, then God will do

accomplish great things. Gary Allwein, owner of Mustard Seed

the rest,” said Gary when asked about Christina’s strong support

Catering, sees the faith of his wife Christina come alive in the

for Catholic retreats.

created by Gary Allwein, supports Christina’s belief in connecting
youth with God by sending them to Catholic retreats and
summer camps.

lives of children and adults to this very day. Although she passed
in 2007, Christina’s faith and passion for Christ lives on through

For the first two years, the family focused on Steubenville Youth

her husband, nine children and the countless children she

Conferences, which invites young people to participate in a

continues to help even after her earthly life.
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A Message From
Our CEO
Dear Friends,
The Advent and Christmas season was especially joyful at The Catholic
Foundation this year. Just before Advent, we received a special gift that has
the potential to impact thousands of people in our diocese. It is a gift that
could ignite transformational change in our parishes.
You see, we are very blessed and honored to spend time with so many of
our Pastors and priests throughout the year. We are quite familiar with the
many hats that they wear, and we see firsthand how they are pulled in many
directions from spiritual leader to business manager to on-call confidante.
I often think of what the Foundation might do to lighten their load or give
them some relief.
When asked, many of the Pastors indicate that they need help with involving
the laity in parish operations or with developing strategies for a stronger
parish community. In fact, The Catholic Foundation’s own Pastors Advisory
Council asked us to look for ways that we can assist with these very things.
Ultimately, they see the Foundation’s role as supporting them as they seek to
inspire the faithful to get involved.
In speaking with some of the Foundation’s loyal supporters, The Catholic

I hope this is just one of many future major initiatives that The Catholic
Foundation resources to support our Pastors and priests. With your help, the
Foundation can provide funding to help our parishes grow and strengthen
their communities, in whatever way is best for them. It is up to the parishes
to determine what that looks like, but, with your help, The Catholic
Foundation can help make their vision a reality.
As you make your resolutions for 2015, I encourage you each to consider
whether you can do more to support your parish and other Catholic
ministries as part of your estate planning. Most of our parishes and Catholic
ministries already benefit from endowment funds administered by The
Catholic Foundation, and if not, we can help you set one up. We also
have several field of interest funds that help to provide grants for special
projects and initiatives like The Amazing Parish. Please pray about making a
contribution to one of our many funds, and call us at 614-443-8893 if you need
any guidance.
A blessed and prosperous new year to you and your family.
In Christ,

Foundation was able to offer twenty grants for parishes to attend the
upcoming The Amazing Parish Conference, which you will read more about
in this issue. This truly is a wonderful gift, and I can’t thank our donors
enough for using their Donor Advised Funds for this initiative. By providing
the resources for as many as 100 people to attend this conference, we expect
thousands to grow in their faith journey as our Pastors and their teams bring
home new ideas and strategies to share with their parishes.

Rest in Peace

Upcoming

God recently received the following friends of The Catholic Foundation into
eternal life with Him:

1/29/15 at 7:30 am

ms. helen slack
ms. ann dimond
ms. patricia lawlor
reverend william j. metzger

PAG Morning Coffee/Networking, Panera - 6665 Perimeter Loop Road;
Dublin, Ohio 43017

2/17/15 from 5:30 pm to 8 pm
PAG Social, Cristo Rey

mr. thomas l. denton

3/25/15 at 4:45 pm

mr. robert j. destefano

PAG Quarterly Meeting, at The Catholic Foundation

mrs. gladys m. deibel
mrs. hilda s. cline
mrs. roberta a. zelli

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
them. May the soul of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
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rest in peace.

Welcome
Brenda Stilgenbauer recently joined The Catholic Foundation, filling the
role of Administrative Coordinator. She relocated from New Philadelphia
(St. Joseph Parish, Dover) to be closer to her two adult children. Welcome to
Columbus, Brenda!

c o v e r s t o ry c on t i nu e d

Christina Allwein
+ FAMILY

life-changing experience with Jesus Christ. All of the nine

“It formed me into the woman Christ wanted me to be and

Allwein children attended either a Steubenville Youth

opened my heart up to so much more,” she explained. “This is

Conference, Catholic Youth Summer Camp or participated in

what I want for the next generation.”

NET ministries.
To help raise money for the Christina Ann Allwein Catholic
“Tina loved sending the kids to retreats,” said Gary, who also

Retreat Donor Advised Fund, Gary and his family host the

attended his first Catholic retreat at Christina’s urging. “It has

Christina Ann Allwein Memorial Dinner at St. Catharine of

been beautiful to witness the impact it made on each of the

Sienna Parish each year. At this dinner, guests enjoy musical

kids’ lives.”

performances, dramatic theater and testimonies from campers
who attended retreats or summer camps, all while reflecting

When Catholic Youth Summer Camp became popular, the

and remembering Christina Ann Allwein.

Allwein’s witnessed several family members, including three
children, attend and enjoy their time there. Gary said the

“People who attend get a good night of reflecting on Tina and

relationship with CYSC felt natural after seeing how it impacted

seeing what God is doing in the kids’ lives,” Gary said of the

his family.

memorial dinner. “Tina touched people’s hearts her whole life.”

“CYSC gave the kids a path to youth leadership,” said Gary,

“This is our way of using what our mom’s legacy was,”

whose son, Jotham, became a youth leader at CYSC after his

Heidi added.

experience as a camper.
The event averages around 250 people and typically raises about
The Allwein’s expanded the reach of their fund when they

$20,000, with tickets starting at $100. This year, the dinner will

connected with NET Ministries, which challenges young

take place on January 18th at St. Catharine Church.

Catholics to love Christ and embrace the life of the Church.
Several of the Allwein children and extended family attended

To attend, call or email Peggy Mackessy at 614-235-6109 or

NET Retreats right out of high school. One son continues his

jmackessy@aol.com. To contribute directly to the Christina Ann

relationship with NET Ministries through a full-time job in their

Allwein Catholic Retreat Fund visit catholic-foundation.org/

marketing department.

ChristinaAllweinFund.

Heidi, one of Gary and Christine’s daughters,, participated in
both CYSC and NET Ministries.
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2015 Focus Grants
grantee

city

project title

grant award

Black Catholic Ministries of Columbus

Columbus

Revival 2014 for Evangelization

$3,200.00

Church of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal

Columbus

Media upgrades for faith formation program

$5,250.00

Columbus Catholic Women’s Conference

Upper Arlington

Columbus Catholic Women’s Conference

$3,900.00

Corpus Christi Parish

Columbus

Part-time Director of Evangelization and Stewardship

$6,000.00

Corpus Christi Parish

Columbus

Neighborhood Outreach

$5,500.00

Correctional Reception Center Prison Ministry

Jackson

CRC - Catholic Evangelization Program

$3,200.00

Diocese of Columbus - Office of Religious Education & Catechesis

Columbus

Catechist School: The Art of Catechesis

$4,500.00

Haitian Catholic Community

Columbus

Community Evangelization

$5,210.00

Holy Trinity Parish

Jackson

High-tech Religious Ed

$2,210.00

Holy Trinity School

Somerset

Dr. John R. Woood Presentation

Korean Catholic Community

Columbus

Religious Education (Sunday School)

London Correctional Institution Prison Ministry

London

Prison Ministry

Martin de Porres Center

Columbus

Nurturing our Catholic Faith in the Columbus Diocese

$3,800.00

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish

Buckeye Lake

Parish Mission - Light in the Darkness

$3,600.00

Our Lady of Peace Parish

Columbus

Sacramental Preparation & Rite of Christian Initiation

$6,000.00

Pickaway Correctional Institution Prison Ministry

Logan

Prison Ministry Catechesis

St. Catharine of Siena Parish

Columbus

Youth Ministry

$5,300.00

St. Dominic Parish

Columbus

Faith Formaiton Programs

$2,000.00

St. Elizabeth Parish

Columbus

Catechetical Technology Program

$5,250.00

St. James the Less Parish

Columbus

Una Tierra Extra±a: A Stranger’s Retreat for Reconciliation and Life

$2,700.00

St. Joan of Arc Parish

Powell

Alpha Program

$5,500.00

St. John Neumann Parish

Sunbury

Alpha - Adult Faith Formation

$5,600.00

St. Ladislas Parish

Columbus

Part-time Coordinator of Evangelization and Stewardship

$6,000.00

St. Mark Parish

Lancaster

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

$2,000.00

St. Mary of the Assumption Parish

Columbus

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) expansion

$3,500.00

St. Rose Parish

New Lexington

Confirmation Preparation

$3,800.00

$500.00
$1,700.00
$800.00

$700.00

Faith Formation Total:

$102,720.00

Church of the Nativity

Utica

Structural Engineering Safety Investigation & Recommendation

$4,200.00

Holy Redeemer Parish

Portsmouth

Holy Redeemer Church tuck pointing

$5,200.00

Holy Trinity Parish

Bolivar

Better Serving Our Senior and hearing impared

$5,230.00

Our Lady of Peace Parish

Columbus

Lighting Control Ssytem and Lighting Upgrade

$5,250.00

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish

West Portsmouth

Our Lady of Sorrows Front Entrance Repair

$5,200.00

St. Andrew Parish

Columbus

Sanctuary Hearing Loop System

$3,500.00

St. Christopher Parish

Columbus

Church Floor Replacement Project

$5,250.00

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Columbus

Winder Staircase Replacment

$3,300.00

St. Monica Parish

New Boston

Update Sound System

$4,900.00

St. Nicholas Parish

Zanesville

Church Air Conditioner

$4,200.00

St. Patrick Parish

Columbus

LED Lighting Conversion

$5,250.00

St. Peter in Chains Parish

Wheelersburg

Update Sound System

$4,900.00

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish

Columbus

Church Interior Repair and Repainting

$5,250.00

Parish Maintenance & Repair Total:

$61,630.00

Bethesda Healing Ministry

Columbus

Operational Activities

$3,500.00

Catholic Social Services

Columbus

Portsmouth Monastery

$4,000.00

Community Kitchen, Inc.

Columbus

Family Dinner

$2,500.00

Dominican Learning Center

Columbus

As Partners: Serving Latino Families in our Diocese

$2,700.00

Kinder Women’s Care Center

Columbus

Goals Program

$2,500.00

Mother Angeline McCrory Manor

Columbus

Integrative Wellness With A Touch

St. Francis Evangelization Center

McArthur

St. Francis Food Pantry

$4,000.00

St. Vincent de Paul Housing Facility, Inc.

Newark

St. Vincent Haven

$3,500.00

St. Vincent Family Center

Columbus

Metal Safety Doors and Residential Washer and Dryer

$4,000.00

$4,115.00

Social Service Total:

$30,815.00

Dominican Sisters of Peace

Columbus

Celebrating the Year of Consecrated Life in the Columbus Diocese

$4,286.00

St. Paul’s Outreach

Columbus

Fan into Flame Retreat

$5,986.00
Vocations Total:
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$10,272.00

The Catholic Foundation to Send 100 People
to The Amazing Parish

Photos from the
inaugural The Amazing
Parish conference in 2014

Through partnership with generous donors, The Catholic Foundation recently awarded twenty
$3,500 grants for Pastors and up to four of his team members to attend the next The Amazing
Parish Conference on April 21-22, 2015, in Denver, Colorado.
“We are so excited to offer this opportunity to our Pastors,” said Amy Parker, VP of Grants &
Diocesan Management. “This conference offers the potential to ignite transformational change
in parishes that desire it.”
The Amazing Parish is an extraordinary opportunity to experience a movement of parishes who
want to provide amazing ministry to those they serve. The conference features best practices
from parishes across the country that are growing, and ways to use those strategies in our own
parishes. The conference not only presents important and challenging ideas, but guides the
parish leadership teams in the creation of a plan that they could take back to their parish and use
to make it more amazing.
“Everything we do at the Foundation is centered around supporting the Catholic faith,” said Loren
Brown, President & CEO. “By providing the resources for 100 people to attend this conference, we
expect thousands to grow in their faith journey as our Pastors and their teams bring home new
ideas and strategies to share with their parishes.”
The Catholic Foundation extends its warmest and most sincere thanks to the donors who
supported this initiative. With your help, the Foundation can provide funding to help our
parishes grow and strengthen their communities, in whatever way is best for them. It is up to
the parishes to determine what that looks like, but, with your help, The Catholic Foundation can
help make their vision a reality.
Please stay tuned for updates from our parishes as the return from the conferences this spring!
For more information on the conference, to access online resources, or to learn of future conferences,
visit AmazingParish.org.
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St. Martha Giving Circle
Since the inaugural meeting last March, the St. Martha Giving
Circle has realized incredible growth. Currently, 117 women
belong to the group, including nearly 40 members of the
Founders’ Circle. This year, they participated in a variety of
activities, including attending a grantee panel of organizations
that assist women, volunteering at Catholic Social Services’
Service Saturday events, and attending a grantee panel of
organizations that provide for basic needs.
Looking ahead, the Marthas will explore potential grant
opportunities and participate in a vote to determine the grant
distributions. The Marthas have been incredibly generous in their
giving, and the Foundation anticipates that over $20,000 will
be available to distribute in grants. The Catholic Foundation will
send out a call for nominations in January, and will host a Q&A
session prior to the vote in late February. Only paid members can
nominate grantees and participate in the vote, so if you haven’t
already joined, please do so by January 30th!
Visit catholic-foundation.org/TheMarthas for more information,
or call Betsy Sewell, Director of Marketing & Communications,
at 614-443-8893.

2015 Goold Final Awards
GRANTEE

CITY

PROJECT

AWARD

Birthright of Columbus, Inc.

Columbus

West Side Maintenance

Catholic Social Services

Columbus

Our Lady of Guadalupe Center

$17,000.00

Holy Family Soup Kitchen

Columbus

Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy

$18,000.00

JOIN

Columbus

Homelessness Prevention

$10,000.00

Mount Carmel Foundation

Columbus

Outreach Partnership with Southeast Inc.

$9,200.00

Mount Carmel Foundation

Columbus

Community Health Resource Center Cooking Classes

$8,000.00

New Directions Career Center

Columbus

Individual Assistance Program

St. Aloysius Parish

Columbus

Thanksgiving Dinner

St. Joseph Cathedral Meal Program

Columbus

Saint Joseph Cathedral Back Door Meal Program

$1,800.00

Run The Race Club

Westerville

Staff Stability for Run The Race and its members

$14,000.00

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Columbus

Feeding the Hungry

$18,000.00

$6,500.00

$20,000.00
$700.00

Total
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$123,200.00

Christ the King Endowment Spotlight
Because of the changes that have taken place on East Livingston

Father Schalk and his team, in partnership with The Catholic

Avenue in recent memory, Christ the King Church has had to

Foundation, continue to focus on growing the endowments.

endure its share of ups and downs. Some years have been

They distribute a special collection envelope regularly

thinner than others. Fortunately, this parish, nestled on the east

throughout the year, in addition to hosting awareness events for

side of Columbus, continues to be blessed by the generosity of

parishioners. From parish gatherings to guest speakers at Mass

generations past. The church benefits from several endowment

to discussions on specific topics, Christ the King tries to convey

funds totaling more than $1.6 million, which just last year

the information in different ways, to keep it in the forefront of

produced over $70,000 in distributions.

the parishioners’ minds.

Father David Schalk, Pastor, uses a portion of the distribution to

“We try to make The Catholic Foundation a household name,

subsidize the Catholic students at All Saints Academy.

so that one day, when they’re ready, our parishioners know the
option [for endowments] is there,” Father Schalk explained.

“We want to encourage our Latino families to send their children
to Catholic school. There is a huge issue in the United States

“We are looking at the current needs of the parish, of course, but

right now with Hispanics not embracing Catholic education,”

at the same time we have to think about the future. We would

Father Schalk explained. “We have many Latino families at Christ

be foolish to ignore the benefits of the endowments just because

the King, and we want to support them if they choose to use All

we have immediate needs,” he continued. “It’s not either/or.”

Saints Academy.”
“I inherited this way of thinking at Christ the King, and I’m
Christ the King was built in the 1960s, and its expansive campus

tremendously grateful for that. I want to continue to develop the

is in constant need of capital improvements. Therefore, much of

endowments so that I can leave them to the pastor who comes

the remaining funds have helped pay for expenses such as a new

after me.”

boiler, lighting and bell tower repairs.
If you would like to contribute to the Christ the King Church
“As far as our budget is concerned, those repairs would be

Endowment Fund, visit catholic-foundation.org/ChristTheKing, or ask

completely out of the realm of possibility without the support

your Pastor if your parish has an endowment fund. You can also create

of our endowments,” Father Schalk said. “Thank goodness we

your own naming your parish as the beneficiary. Contact The Catholic

had parishioners who established these funds at The Catholic

Foundation at 614-443-8893 for more information.

Foundation before the capital repairs were needed.”

no t e w o r t h y

Sacred Hearts Catholic Church in Cardington
Over one year ago, on Thanksgiving Day 2013, Sacred Hearts

the diocese to prayerfully consider helping a fellow parish

Catholic Church burned to the ground, destroying the entire

community in need, as they are on the cusp of meeting their

building and its contents. Today, the church is wrapping up

goal. For more information, please contact us at 614-443-8893

the Faithful to Our Past, Building for Our Future New Church

and we will assist you in making a gift directly, or from your

Fund. The Catholic Foundation encourages families throughout

Donor Advised Fund.

boa r d o f t ru s tees
Stephen C. Denz, Chairperson, St. Paul Parish, Westerville
Thomas J. Caldwell, Vice Chairperson,
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Grove City
James M. Vonau, Secretary, St. Matthew Parish, Gahanna
Michael L. Gampp, Treasurer, Holy Redeemer Parish, Portsmouth
Kathleen M. Houck, Immediate Past Chairperson,
St. Paul Parish, Columbus
Most Reverend Frederick F. Campbell, D.D., Ph. D.,
Bishop of Columbus, St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus
Robert H. Morosky, Chair Emeritus, St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus
Frank Buss, Sacred Heart Parish, New Philadelphia
Reverend James P. Black, St. Mary Parish, Marion
Peter Cimbolic, Ph.D., Church of the Resurrection Parish, New Albany
Michelle Cramer, St. Brigid of Kildare Parish, Dublin
Luconda Dager, St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Mt. Vernon
Judge Julia L. Dorrian, Immaculate Conception Parish, Columbus
Robert M. Eversole, St. Andrew Parish, Columbus
Dr. Timothy Garner, St. Mary Parish, Marion

s ta f f
Jerry P. Geswein, St. Brigid of Kildare Parish, Dublin
Mike Haller, St. Mary Parish, Chillicothe
J. David Karam, St. Agatha Parish, Upper Arlington
Joëlle Khouzam, Our Lady of Victory Parish, Columbus
Rick Larkin, Church of the Resurrection, New Albany
Mary Leathley, St.Mary Parish, Columbus
Ralph J. Martinez, St. Joan of Arc Parish, Powell
Robert D. Meyers, St. Andrew Parish, Columbus
Reverend Monsignor Stephan J. Moloney,
Immaculate Conception Parish, Columbus
Christine Poth, St. Andrew Parish, Columbus
Jamie Richardson, St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Mt. Vernon
Daniel Roe, Our Lady of Victory Parish, Columbus
Charles G. Rowan, St. Dominic Parish, Columbus
Lou Ruscilli, Our Lady of Victory Parish, Columbus
Connie Sauter, St. Paul Parish, Westerville
Reverend David Sizemore, St. John Neumann Parish, Sunbury
David Swift, St. Peter Parish, Columbus
Andrew D. Walker, St. Dominic Parish, Columbus

Loren P. Brown, President & C.E.O.
lbrown@catholic-foundation.org
James A. Anzelmo, V.P. of Development
janzelmo@catholic-foundation.org
Steve Hagerdorn, C.O.O.
shagerdorn@catholic-foundation.org
Craig A. Heppner, Development Officer
cheppner@catholic-foundation.org
Amy Parker, V.P. of Grants Management & Diocesan Partnerships
aparker@catholic-foundation.org
Betsy Sewell, Director of Marketing & Communications
bsewell@catholic-foundation.org
Danielle Wetzel, Coordinator for Development & Grants
dwetzel@catholic-foundation.org
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In Christ, The Catholic Foundation inspires giving
and assists donors to provide for the long-term
needs of the Diocese of Columbus.

